
 

 

 

I recently returned from spending 3 months in the West Bank, Palestine, effectively being a human rights 
monitor. My time was spent hearing stories, conducting interviews, observing and documenting how the 
occupation looks, is enforced and its impact on the local population. This exhibition is a reflection of what I 
witnessed during my time in Palestine. The title ‘Returns’, carries with it many different layers...my longing to 
return, the right of return to their homeland of the 5 million Palestinian refugees, the return of their land in the 
West Bank which has illegally been confiscated by Israel and ultimately a return to a just peace in the Holy Land.  

Here I show how the 2 paintings looked prior to weaving, with a brief explanation behind each painting.  
 

 

 

 

 

‘Returns’ - Palestine Painting descriptions 2017  

 

This weaved painting is highlighting the Separation barrier built by Israel, 85% of which is built 
on Palestinian land often venturing deep within the West Bank.  
In places within Israel, the Wall is hidden from people's view by trees.  
On the other side the harsh reality for Palestinians exists - the denial of fundamental human 
rights of access to land, livelihood, health care, freedom of movement, access to a fair trial. 
Land confiscations, confusing & arbitrary permit system, detention of minors, humiliating, 
restrictive measures are a part of daily life. 

Where I lived we were only 16km from the Mediterranean, yet so many young folk have never 
been to the water's edge. On a clear day the water can be seen from their rooftops! 

Behind the Wall 

 

This Palestinian family's home had been demolished by the Israeli authority. 

The West Bank is divided into 3 administrative areas. Israel has total control in Area C. 
Palestinians need permission from Israel to build, repair, extend any structure within Area C. 
98% of the time Israel refuses, leaving Palestinians little choice but to build 'illegally'. Israel 
then comes and demolishes the building, confiscating the land it was built on in the process.  

I’ve woven into this an Israeli Settlement, which are scattered everywhere throughout the 
West Bank. Israeli Settlers make up 13% of the West Bank population yet 40% of the West 
Bank has been earmarked for Settlements, out of bounds to Palestinians. The International 
Security Council as recently as December 2016 ruled these Settlements illegal under 
International Law. In defiance of this statement the current Israeli government continues to 
approve new Settlement dwellings. 

Location, location, location 

 

 A lot of my time in Palestine was spent observing access points (gates) along the 
Separation Wall. Because Israel has built the Wall primarily on Palestinian land and not 
on the Green line border, it has meant Palestinians are forced to obtain permits to 
access their own land. It has cut right through private property leaving large sections of 
farm land behind the Wall. Who is let through the gates is totally at the discretion of the 
Israeli soldiers on duty. Some of the excuses the soldiers gave to deny Palestinians 
access were “your permit has a coffee stain on it”, “your clothes are too clean”, 
“carrying a spare packet of cigarettes”, “having a mobile phone charger in your  
backpack” 
Despite the ugliness of the occupation, stunning wildflowers could be seen all over. 

At the Gate 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Over 1000 Palestinian olive trees have been uprooted to build an Israeli Settler exclusive 
road near the Palestine town of  An Nabi Elyas. The new bypass road is being built right 
next to a fully functioning road.  

The confiscation of land and uprooting of trees is having a negative impact on livelihoods 
of the local land owners and the village. A sad reality was that prior to the Wall being built, 
Jews from Israel would come and shop in this town. I noticed that shops had signs written 
in Hebrew as well as Arabic.   

I’ve chosen to leave portions of this painting unwoven, symbolically wanting an end to the 
existence and expansion of these Settlements and their infrastructure.  

 

1000 Olive Trees 

 
The connection to land and the olive tree in particular, runs very deep with Palestinians. So 
to see ones trees (some of these trees have been around for thousands of years and held 
within family lines for centuries) being ripped up is gut wrenching. 

The man in the painting is someone I know who had some of his olive trees uprooted by the 
Israeli authority. Not only are trees uprooted but people are too as their land is confiscated 
from them to build illegal Israeli Settlements, the Separation Wall or roads. 

Uprooted  

 
 

Here is a non-political Palestine painting. Being spring time when I was there, 
stunning wildflowers were everywhere. So I just had to paint them. I painted an 
Australian Protea and wove them together to signify my presence in the West 
Bank. 

Wildflowers 

 

Palestinians are imprisoned from 10 - 20 years for throwing stones. 
They are also not allowed to gather in numbers greater than 10, if it is 
deemed ‘political’ in nature by Israel, which includes peaceful 
demonstrations by communities over their land being confiscated. The 
standard response by the Israeli authority to either of these 
‘infringements’ is to come in firing tear gas, rubber bullets and sound 
bombs. Sometimes live ammunition is used. 

 
These 2 paintings are from a demonstration I witnessed. The town folk where protesting the ongoing closure 
of their main road. The military came in full force. 
 

Throwing Stones 


