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When nothing makes sense! 

From the title, you might be mistaken in thinking I’m referring to my experience of discovering a new culture 

for the first time…difficulty in finding my way around, the language and unfamiliar customs. True, I did 

encounter such things, but the overwhelming hospitality and welcoming spirit of Palestinians meant any 

culture shock was tempered, and became a joyful experience. 

I have truly felt accepted and welcomed with open arms. No matter what city or town I’ve entered, 

“welcome” and “how are you?” have echoed loud and clear.  

So, what do I mean by the expression “when nothing makes sense”? I can’t recall the number of times I 

gasped “but, but, but why”, in my first 2 weeks upon being exposed to life here in the West Bank. On the 

surface, many of the practices and policies of the Israeli Authorities don’t make sense when applied to the 

lives and livelihoods of Palestinians. The arbitrary decisions that are made at checkpoints and agricultural 

gates, the random traffic disruptions and restricted access, the demolition of building structures or the 

confiscation of land. Upon viewing incidents, hearing personal stories and reports from Non-Government 

Organisations it has become apparent to me that these said policies do indeed make sense if the intent is to 

disrupt, isolate, frustrate and to make life as difficult as possible for Palestinians whilst at the same time 

expanding Israeli Settlements in the West Bank. To me, no other rationale makes sense. The oft-quoted 

response from the Israeli Authorities is that these measures are for ‘security’ reasons. From what I have seen 

thus far I am finding it hard to accept this blanket answer.  

I’m now in my sixth week here in Palestine and I feel like I’m just starting to scratch the surface of this 

complex situation and can only now start to communicate what I’ve learned. Before I go any further you 

might find it useful, as I did, to be shown a brief overview of the recent history, politics and demography of 

the Holy Land.   

In a nutshell:  

 

• Prior to 1948 Palestine was the common term used for the land between the Jordan River and the 

Mediterranean Sea and was controlled by successive empires from the Assyrian era BC, with Arabs  

including both Muslims and Christians, and Jews living side by side.  



• From 1917 to 1948 Palestine was ruled under the British Mandate. The British made conflicting 

promises to both the Jews and the Arabs in relation to sovereignty once the Mandate period ended.  

• In 1918 the Jewish population owed roughly 2% of the land and comprised around 10% of the 

population. Jewish migration to Palestine throughout this British mandate period, particularly after 

the holocaust, saw an increase of Jewish owned land to 6% by 1948. 

• In 1947 a partition plan was proposed by the United Nations which would see the withdrawal of the 

British and the establishment of 2 states with Jerusalem being administered by the United Nations. The 

land division would’ve seen Jews receive 55% and Arabs 45%. This didn’t reflect the size of the 

Indigenous Arab population that was more than double that of the Jewish people at this time. 

• Jewish leaders accepted the proposed division of land but the Arab leadership rejected it and 

threatened to take military measures. No Arab leadership were consulted during the drafting of this 

Partition Plan. 

• The Partition Plan was voted for by UN General Assembly, which in 1948 only comprised 56 members. 

Middle-eastern countries voted against partition, but Latin America and European countries were 

widely supportive and the Partition was approved by the UN General Assembly in Resolution 181.  

• One day before the British Mandate expired Israel declared its independence and proclaimed the State 

of Israel, adhering to the UN designated borders. 

• The first Arab / Israeli war started in 1948 after the Arab League declared war on the newly self-

proclaimed Israeli state. In 1949 an Armistice was reached with a separation line (known as the Green 

Line) being drawn. 70% of land went to Israel with the then Transjordan state controlling the West Bank 

and Egypt controlling the Gaza Strip. 

• In 1967 Israel launched what it considered a ‘pre-emptive’ strike against its neighbours in the Six Day 

War.  Israel victoriously seized power and occupied the Gaza Strip, the Sinai Peninsula (from Egypt), the 

West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Golan Heights (from Syria).  

In 1973 the countries whose lands had been occupied by Israel launched an attack on Israel to reclaim 

their territory but were badly defeated. However, Egypt later regained its land in 1979 after a peace 

deal was negotiated.  

• The first Intifada (a grassroots uprising by Palestinians) took place between 1987 – 1993, and was 

initially characterised by grassroots, non-violent action and protest although it later devolved into 

violence from both sides. 

• The Oslo Accords in 1993 saw a peace process 

mapped out with the West Bank being divided into 

3 different Administrated Areas. Area A - built up 

Palestinian towns and cities where the Palestinian 

Authority (PA) have administrative and security 

control; Area B - some towns where the PA have 

civil control and Israel security control; and Area C- 

where Israel has full civil and security control along 

with East Jerusalem being annexed into Israel, 

requiring West Bank Palestinians to have a special 

permit to enter that city. Areas A & B are isolated 

which leaves the West Bank looking more like an 

Archipelago. These divisions were initially only an 

interim measure with the handover of land to 

Palestinians supposedly rolling out over the 5 year 

period. 

 

 

 
https://www.ochaopt.org/documents/ocha_opt_area_c_map_2011_02_22.pdf 



• The second Intifada occurred from 2000 – 2005. This intifada was violent from the outset, and many 

lives were lost from both sides including 719 civilian Israelis and 2,204 civilian Palestinians. Israel 

responded by starting the construction of the Separation barrier, which is still being built to date. With 

this structure, the likelihood of the Oslo Accords being realised has diminished.  

• The Separation barrier (or Wall) does not entirely follow the Armistice ‘Green’ line and is in fact more 

than twice it’s length. 85% of the Wall encroaches into the West Bank, confiscating Palestinian land in 

the process. Sections of the wall that don’t follow the Green Line are consider illegal by the International 

Court of Justice.  

• Any land that falls between the Wall and the Green line is known as the Seam Zone. Palestinians who 

have fields in this zone need to have a permit to cross over from the West Bank into their land. 

• Since 1967 Israeli Settlements (official under Israeli law) and Outposts (unauthorised by Israel) have 

been built within the West Bank. To date there are roughly 150 settlements and 100 outposts.  These 

Settlements are illegal under International Law - Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention says ‘an 

occupying power cannot transfer its citizens to the occupied area’. Other International bodies have 

backed this up, most recently the UN Security Council’s resolution in December 2016, demanding an 

end to Israeli settlements. 

• The Palestinian population living in the West Bank is roughly 2.9 million with 30 % of these being refugees 

(Palestinians who lost their land to Israel in the 1948 & 1967 wars and were forced to move to an area 

within the West Bank). 

This year marks the 50th year of occupation of the West Bank by Israel. After the 6 Day War, the UN Resolution 

242 was passed citing the illegality of the occupation and called on Israel to withdraw. Many more such 

resolutions have been passed but have fallen on deaf ears. Regardless of whether you believe Israel has the 

right to occupy this land or not, under International Law they have a duty of care to look after the citizens 

within the occupied areas. From what I have seen and heard quite the opposite has occurred, with human 

rights abuses being a daily occurrence.  

I recommend the following websites which provide information about the current situation in Palestine:  

https://machsomwatch.org/en/content/home-page http://www.btselem.org 
http://peacenow.org.il/en/ https://www.ochaopt.org 

 

So what am I doing here in Palestine?  

I’m honoured to be an Ecumenical Accompanier (EA) for the World Council of Churches Ecumenical 

Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI). The EAPPI program is non-partisan and seeks to 

offer both a protective presence to Palestinians as they go about their normal daily life and to advocate about 

what we have been witness to. We live in local communities and engage with local organisations and 

community members, seeking to offer encouragement and support.  
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Let me introduce you to the role of an EA in the region I am living in.  I’m based in the northern part of the 

West Bank. The area is predominately agricultural with much of this farm land falling within the Seam zone. 

The towns in this area are mostly Areas A & B with major roads and surrounding nature reserves in Area C. 

The Mediterranean Sea is only 14 km away but the Wall and checkpoints prevent most Palestinians from 

having access to it (sadly they can only view it from their rooftops). 

Six mornings a week we monitor agricultural gates (access points for people going into the Seam zone), with a 

couple of days a week spent monitoring them in the afternoons as well. On the seventh day we go to a 

checkpoint for 2 hours very early in the morning where we witness thousands of men waiting in the cold to 

enter into Israel predominately for employment purposes.  

We might visit a community and hear about the impact the Wall, settlers and soldiers are having on their 

economic, social and psychological lives. We visit peace and advocacy organisations and encourage the work 

of non -violent activities. We also do an afternoon walk a couple of times a week in a town which daily comes 

under harassment by Israeli Authorities. Night raids occur a few times a week in this town where families are 

put under incredible stress as human rights abuses occur before their eyes. We have gone to a few homes 

now to interview the families and it's quite harrowing to hear the terror they experience.  

I'm meeting incredible people and am constantly amazed by their generosity and resilience. We always ask 

people if they have hope. Their answers vary, but they invariable all end up saying ‘but what can we do’. I 

must admit, I have felt that sense of helplessness on more than one occasion. I would like to think we are 

making a difference to the people’s lives we are encountering. In the end I believe the only way forward for a 

just outcome for Palestinians is if a collective outcry from the rest of the world can be heard. My intent for 

this blog is to raise such an outcry to my network of family and friends and whoever else might stumble across 

the voice less heard.  

 


